
General Focus Check-In Meeting – August 19, 2025 
 

Please note that at this time AI programs are not allowed at WSDA hosted meetings and they will be denied or 

removed from the meeting.  

Blue Sky Minds – Maria Hines 
• About Blue Sky Minds/Okanogan Food Council 

o Nonprofit organization started in 2022.  

o Blue Sky Minds supports the growth of equitable, sustainable, and economically thriving food 

systems in Washington State, emphasizing the Okanogan region, including Okanogan County 

and the Colville Reservation. We cultivate collaborations in local community food systems by 

facilitating convenings, sharing resources, and engaging in outreach. 

o Some of Blue Sky Minds’ projects include: 

▪ The facilitation and management of the Okanogan Region Food Council 

• Council includes academia, public health, WSU extension, Colville reservation, 

conservation district, rancher, and farmers.  

• Considers all the perspectives of the food systems, land the food is grown on, 

growing, harvesting, processed, manufactured, distribution, infrastructure, 

food sovereignty, farm stands, restaurants, retail food businesses.  

▪ Preparing the Okanogan Region Food Action Plan alongside the food council, to be 

completed by 2026 

• Performed a Local Community Food System assessment in 2024 (available on 

the website).  

• Covers how much farmland we have, what food is being grown, etc.  

o And collaborations such as: 

▪ The Inchelium Red Garlic Revitalization Coalition 

• Encouraging local growers, distribute the garlic locally, repeat.  

• Collaboration with WSU Colville Reservation extension, Colville Reservation 

Conservation District, Conservation NW, Intertribal Agricultural Council, and 

LIGHT Foundation.  

▪ The newly launched Okanogan Glean, supporting Okanogan County Community Action 

Council.  

• Okanogan Region Hunger Relief Report  

o Process 

o  
  

https://www.blueskymindsnonprofit.com/report
https://www.blueskymindsnonprofit.com/report


• Full Report available on website. https://www.blueskymindsnonprofit.com/report  

o  
• Comments: 

o Such great learning! Thank you for sharing Maria. 

o The Washington State Food Policy Forum is also working in this space to support local food 

policy councils 

o We’d love to partner with you both to do Grower Roundtables in the spring. 

▪ Feel free to reach out! 

o Thank you all for your time and the work you do in our communities! 

• Contact: 

o Maria Hines, Executive Director 

o maria@blueskymindsnonprofit.com  

WSDA Focus on Food – Katie Rains 
• Hearing demand is up and food supplies are down.  

• WSDA has issued an historic amount of funding, recognizing that it is not enough to meet demand. 

• Cabinet agency, anticipating a poor revenue forecast in September, will not be authorized to request 

additional funding from the state legislature.  

• We recognize all the pressures for the food, housing, and healthcare safety nets and that you are the 

front line. Keep us informed on what you’re experiencing, so we can use that data to communicate 

with the Governor and the congressional delegation.  

• If you'd like to share feedback about your experiences with WA's Food Systems, please feel free to 

contact WSDA through this comment form: Focus on Food Systems Survey 

• Rep. Reeves, the Chair of the House Agriculture Committee will be pursuing a coordinated food 

security strategy at the state level.  

• Contact: 

o Katie Rains, Food Policy Advisor to the Director 

o krains@agr.wa.gov  

o 360-688-4549 

https://www.blueskymindsnonprofit.com/report
mailto:maria@blueskymindsnonprofit.com
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Washington Food Coalition – Trish Twomey, Kyla Tucker 
• Seeds to Success Conference in Kennewick/Tri-Cities September 17-19. Registration is open: WFC 

Member link, Non-Member Link 

• Get your hotel rooms asap.  

• Statewide Fresh Results Awards will be honored at the Conference. 

o Recommend nominees: farmers, growers, etc. Nomination link here. 

• Announcement that Trish Twomey is retiring at the end of the calendar year and the opening for her 

position is open and closes Sept 15th.  

o https://members.wafoodcoalition.org/jobs/Details/washington-food-coalition-wfc-executive-

director-283039  

• The Food Assistance Advisory Committee will be meeting in October.  

• Red cards available to mail to your organization, simply request some.  

• If you are bringing several staff members to the conference, please contact Trish, 

trish@wafoodcoalition.org, for a group discount. 

• Contact: 

o Trish Twomey, Executive Director 

o trish@wafoodcoalition.org   

Harvest Against Hunger – David Bobanick, Olivia Jackiewicz 
• Harvest Vista, Washington Gleaning Network, Farm to Food Pantry, Farm to Food Bank grants. In 

Okanogan area. All works together.  

• Rotary Hunger Relief Program, 10 grants, $1000 each, through local rotary clubs.  

o https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfZKbBc37SnWnQRiq4h9DVSMFRJ_mpLwISoH5g

UPowS1-3fxQ/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=118263131931168099457  

o Hope to increase rotary club involvement in hunger relief, hope for matching grants. 

• Hunger Strike – statewide fundraiser event 

o https://hungerstrike.events  

• Washington Food Conference 

o Grower Roundtable Session/Panel 

o Gleaning Session – Best Practice Manual 

o Farm to Food Pantry casual get-together 

• Food System Roundtables later this year 

• Gleaning Network Conference in the works 

• Farm to Food Pantry 

o Participants: please invoice us for reimbursement 

o Reviewing sub agencies through the biennium 

• Comments: 

o david@harvestagainsthunger.org if you have any questions about either of the Rotary 

fundraising events. 

• Contact info:  

o David Bobanick 

o David@harvestagainsthunger.org  
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Advocacy Updates – Claire Lane, Aaron Czyzewski 
• 10 year budget reconciliation passed (Federal) 

• WIC is not an entitlement like school meals and needs to be appropriated each year. Reach out to your 

congressional office and tell them how important it is to fully fund WIC. The Presidential and House 

budget does not fully fund WIC but the Senate budget does. 

• Brutal budget year. Congress blasted a hole in our state costs.  

o Cuts to SNAP and Medicaid.  

o Focusing on protecting what funding we have. Worried about funding being removed in the 

second year of the biennium.  

o New revenue for the biennium being considered.  

• These are the final weeks of the August recess.  

o Please contact Claire if you had a meeting with a representative to share what was discussed.  

• Contact: 

o Aaron Czyzewski, aaronc@foodlifeline.org (813) 503-3535 

o Claire Lane, Claire.Lane2@gmail.com (206) 446-0966 

o Craig Gibson, craigg@foodlifeline.org  

Resiliency Grants – Britt Beug, WSDA FA 
• Round 5 (July 1, 2025-June 30, 2026) 

o Final Budget $14M – applicants collectively requested over $43M 

o Maximum award amount $200k per organization (increased from $150k last round) 

o Minimum award amount $10k 

o Notification emails were sent Friday, August 15th  

▪ Please reach out if you didn’t get one 

o Agreements are in progress 

• Comments: 

o When can we learn who did get funded by Resiliency? 

▪ We notified apparent awardees last Friday, but do not have a final list of awardees at 

this time. Still some moving parts before we’ll have a final list, so stand by! 

▪ Thanks! Will keep our eyes open. 

• Contact: 

o foodassistancegrants@agr.wa.gov 

o Resiliency Grants Webpage 

Food Updates – James Scovel, WSDA FA 
• Food Update August 2025 

• Bonus food added $3M  
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• Food Order Work Group 

o September 5th 10:00-11:00am 

o We will be talking about Entitlement orders from Jan-Mar 2026 



• Contact: 

o James Scovel – jscovel@agr.wa.gov, 360-725-5641 

o John Carney – john.carney@agr.wa.gov, 360-485-1258 

o Website: https://agr.wa.gov/services/food-access 

WCDGP Wrap Up and SFY26 FRGP – Jeff Mathias and Elise Levesque, WSDA 

FA 
• Review of WCDGP: 

o Procure Washington grown produce, grains, and proteins otherwise at risk of ending up as 

food waste, to be distributed to Washington hunger relief organizations. 

o Received $3,151,945 through the Climate Commitment Act 

o Awarded 3 agencies to do this work: 

▪ EastWest Food Rescue 

▪ Feeding Washington 

▪ Northwest Harvest 

o 6 month program 

o Food purchasing began in February 2025 

o Food purchasing ended on June 30, 2025 

o Program will officially end on August 31, 2025 

• Snapshot of WCDGP Impact 

o  
• WCDGP paved the way for the Food Rescue Grant Program 

o State funded program to continue the food rescue/distribution work of WCDGP 

o $4M has been awarded to the same three Lead Agencies for SFY26 

o Program similarities: 

▪ All food must be “at risk of becoming food waste” 

▪ All food must be produced and distributed in WA 

▪ 60% or more of funding must be spent on food 

o Program changes: 

▪ Less reporting requirements for Lead Agencies (not CCA funded) 

▪ 1 year program period, with option to extend through SFY27 

▪ Expanded product categories to include dairy 

Recap & Upcoming Items – Kim Eads, WSDA FA 
• All SFY26 Agreements and Amendments have been issued, except for WFC and Resiliency Grants 

• Preparing for Federal Fiscal Year 2026 (FFY26) 

mailto:jscovel@agr.wa.gov
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o For our internal planning purposes only, we are estimating a reduction in TEFAP funding and 

food (20-25% estimate); there are still a lot of unknowns 

o TEFAP, CSFP are federal Agreements and anticipate sending amendments out in late September 

for the FFY2026 – starts October 1,2025 

o Confirmed 400% poverty TEFAP eligibility – income guidelines will be updated with new data 

o Removing TEFAP client intake address collection requirement – gathering input from TEFAP Lead 

Agencies on intake forms (this week or next) 

o CSFP may continue into FFY26 and be phased out in FFY27 

• Focus on reducing reporting and audit requirement - working with our legal team to finalize 

o Shift focus to required training as a means to reduce risk 

• Federal Civil Rights and Nondiscrimination Statement has been finalized at the federal level, working 

with legal team on the state nondiscrimination requirements 

• Heads-up that we will be doing amendments over the next month for state and federal programs. 

• Comments 

o  Any concerns or ideas regarding the address rule conflict between EFAP and TEFAP? 

▪ We'll be clarifying that more as we roll out the form, but address is already not 

required to be collected for EFAP 

▪ It would be helpful to have a collection of data requirements in a side by side format 

for tefap and efap to share with partners.   

▪ Love that suggestion. 

Office Hours & Trainings – Kim Eads, WSDA FA 
• LFPA 

o Quarterly open office hours: TBD 

o Quarterly reports due July 20th  

o Farm to Community Team 

o Contact Jeff Mathias – jeff.mathias@agr.wa.gov 

• Lead Agency – Core Programs 

o 1st Tuesday of the month, 9:30-10:30am 

o Q&A, info sharing, problem solving 

o Contact your Regional Representative 

• Resiliency Grant 

o Open Office Hours TBD 

o Contact Erin Kester or Britt Beug – foodassistancegrants@agr.wa.gov  

• Food Order Work Group Meeting 

o September 5th 10:00-11:00am 

o Contact: James Scovel – jscovel@agr.wa.gov, 360-725-5641 or John Carney – 

john.carney@agr.wa.gov, 360-485-1258 

Upcoming: 
• Lead Agency Check-In Meeting  

o Friday, September 5th 9:00-10:00am 

• Washington Food Coalition Conference 

o September 17-19th in Kennewick 

• General Focus Check-In Meeting  

o Tuesday, September 23rd 9:00-10:00am 
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